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Roku stick vs fire stick vs apple tv

Following in the footsteps of Roku, Amazon announced today that the Apple TV app is now available on select Fire TV devices, including the second generation Fire TV Stick, Fire TV Stick 4K, and Fire TV Stick Basic Edition. The Apple TV app is available through the Amazon Appstore and allows users
to access their iTunes libraries of movies and TV shows and the apple TV channels feature through the Fire TV platform. The app will also stream original content from Apple TV+ when the streaming video service launches November 1. As of today, the Apple TV app on Fire TV is available in the United
States, Canada, Germany, France, Italy, Spain, India and the United Kingdom. The app is also available to Fire TV Basic Edition users in over 50 countries. Amazon says the Apple TV app will soon be coming to the first and second generation Fire TV Cube, the third-generation diamond-shaped Fire TV
dongle, the Fire TV smart TV from Toshiba and Insignia, and the Nebula sound bar. The app is not compatible with first or second generation Fire TV or Fire TV Stick. In addition to Fire TV, the Apple TV app is available on iPhone, iPad, iPod touch, Mac, Apple TV, Roku and select 2018 and newer
Samsung smart TV. The app will also choose LG, Sony and VIZIO smart TVs in the future. Apple TV+ is a Netflix-like subscription-based service that enables users to stream original TV shows and movies curated by Apple. Pricing will start at $4.99 per month with a one-week free trial. Up to six family
members can share a single Apple TV + subscription through Family Sharing. It's a streaming stick swordfight! Or is it a dongle duel to death? It's actually a bit of both. We set the new Amazon Fire TV against Roku Streaming Stick+. We compare these two streamers because they both cost $70, offer 4K
HDR video and stream content from all the most popular apps, and then some. From there, the similarities end, and the differences begin. From user interface to voice control, right down to the remote control, each of these devices has a lot of distinct special features to offer. Ultimately, the question we
really want to help answer is: Which one is right for you? Stick vs Dongle First let's take a look at the devices themselves. We call Amazon Fire TV a dongle because, yes, it dangles. This has some advantages because it will be easy to plug in to most TVs, but one potential drawback of this design is that
it can add stress to some HDMI ports because of its weight. We suggest using double-sided tape or Velcro to attach the device to the back of the TV, just to be on the smart side. Roku Streaming Stick+ is a more compact, lightweight stick, with its 801.11AC dual-band antenna built into the power cable,
which you can't replace. The idea behind this design is that the Roku external antenna may end up pulling in a stronger Wi-Fi signal in tough like hotels and dormitories where you can be far away from a Wi-Fi Wi-Fi Unfortunately, due to its 3.75-inch length, the Roku streaming stick may have a hard time
fitting into some HDMI ports. In our video above, we show how Streaming Stick+ can't angle into a 2017 Vizio M-Series TV's downward HDMI jack. Why not just plug it into the side-facing jack? To get 4K HDR on this TV, it needs to go into HDMI 1. To pull it off, we use a short adapter cable to plug it in,
making the stick a dongle. This won't be a problem for everyone, though. If you're worried this might affect you, take a look at the back of your TV and take some measurements to gauge if you might need a short adapter. If you do, we recommend this. Your wand Perhaps the most impactful differences
between these devices are in their on-screen interface. Take a look at the remotes, there are some obvious differences. Both remotes have voice control buttons — we'll get to later — and both have cursor controls, but Roku adds hotkeys to popular streaming apps for quick access, and then there are all-
new power and volume keys. Streaming Stick+ auto-detects your TV's IR sensor and controls power and volume, which can mean you can dump your TV remote for the times when you just want Netflix and Chill. The user experience Perhaps the most impactful differences between these devices can be
found in their on-screen interface. The Fire TV interface is a polished product. It feels modern and elegant, partly because the graphics are beautiful to look at. You'll notice in our video, however, that what you see most prominently are things Amazon wants you to watch through its streaming service. You
need to make some extra clicks to get to Netflix and other apps, but they're there, and the quality of these apps is strong. You get the latest version of apps with Fire TV these days, which is a step up from when the device debuted a couple of years ago. Fire TV also includes a couple of browsers, Mozilla
Firefox and Amazon Silk. While Amazon and Mozilla claim both offer the entire web experience, the same as you'd find on desktop or mobile, we have yet to test them — and TV browsers have a history of inconsistency. We'll make sure to update when we've had time with them. On the Roku page, you
get the same grid-like layout that Roku has been using for years, and while it's extremely easy to use and customize —you can remove apps wherever you want—the interface starts to feel a little dated. Maybe it's because we've been using Roku for years now, but apps also might be a little behind the
curve. Also, since we took up browsers with Fire TV, it's worth pointing out Roku doesn't have official support browser apps. Some questionable third party looking ones exist, but we haven't tested them, so we can't comment on their findings. To Alexa or not to Alexa: Some searches are smarter than
others outside of Apps, Fire TV offers mobile-style games, and are some pretty good, worth playing if you get dedicated gaming controller, sold separately. But Fire TV's real ace in the hole is Alexa. And not just built-in Alexa— all Alexa-enabled devices in your house can control Fire TV, like an Amazon
Echo or Sonos One. Or at least, Alexa can get you closer to watching your TV shows and movies in most cases. While Alexa can pull up any title you want, Amazon's digital assistant can only pull the trigger to play that title if it's in the Amazon Prime Video library. You can pull up the Fire TV remote and
ask Alexa something, and you'll get the same answer as if you were asking via an Alexa speaker. But it's more likely that you'll use voice control on Fire TV to find things you want to watch. In our demonstration, we call up Orange is the New Black, and where the Fire TV OS is used to pull up Amazon's
offers to rent or buy first, we now see that Amazon shows the title available on Netflix. On the downside, you'll need to navigate to one more way to watch the icon to see where else the show is available, and Amazon will be the only result you'll see. Contrast that with Roku, which does not allow voice
control, per se, but includes voice search. We're calling up Orange is the New Black again, and we're seeing it offered on Netflix for free, along with other streaming services for a fee. We then search for a movie that we know is available for free on Netflix, and paid elsewhere. Show Me Sausage Party at
Roku shows us the movie is available for free on Netflix, and for a $3.00 rental fee on four other services. Contrast that with Fire TV which, again, shows Netflix as a free option, but doesn't offer any other suggestions on where to watch outside of Amazon. Picture and sound In terms of video and audio
quality, the two are evenly matched. Both support 4K HDR content with HDR10, neither support dolby vision HDR and both support Dolby Atmos audio for the best streaming surround sound. Takeaway We believe that Roku Streaming Stick+ is the better choice for most people. Bottom line: Both Amazon
Fire TV and Roku Streaming Stick+ serve the same core purpose in very different ways, and if we have to pick a winner, we believe that Roku Streaming Stick+ is the better choice for most people. Roku platform is app agnostic (i.e. it doesn't pick pages), provides the best search results, and even if
you've never used one before, you just get it right out of the box. In addition, the Roku mobile app is great as a second remote control, and can be used for private listening via a phone and headphones, or loudly with a Bluetooth speaker. Amazon Fire TV has its place, however, and this writer loves to
use it too. For Alexa users, it's a good idea to use Alexa via your TV to get answers to questions, start a Spotify playlist, and control smart lighting and smart thermostats in your home. The Fire TV benefits a very specific type of user — one who does everything Amazon and loves it. About you, Fire TV is
the better choice. If you're on the fence, know that, aside from promoting Amazon's content first and foremost, Fire TV is just as big a streamer as the Roku Streaming Stick+. We suggest you go with your bowel and choose the one that offers the unique features you think you will use the most. Update:
Added information on the browsers currently available for both Fire TV and Roku (or lack thereof). Editor recommendations Recommendations
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